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numerous Literary and Philosophical Societies, one of which in London
was presided over by the poet Campbell* Cobden and W. E* Forster were
active members of the Lancashire Public Schools Association ; Jesse Collings
and Joseph Chamberlain later founded in Birmingham the National Education
League* Finally, in 1869, the Trades Union Congress adopted a strong line
in favour of a national, unsectarian, compulsory system of education.

Throughout the nineteenth century a band of reformers affected every
branch of education, but this was particularly evident among schools which
catered for the social aspirations of the rising Victorian and middle classes.
Dr. Butler rescued Shrewsbury from a prolonged decadence and a score of his
pupils became headmasters of important schools ; Dr* Thring revolutionized
Uppingham and introduced the first gymnasium, but it was undoubtedly Dr.
Arnold at Rugby who established the modern conception of the ''Public School/*
Mill Hill was the first of a number of Non-confer mist public schools* The
expulsion of the religious orders from France at the time of the Revolution
started a parallel movement among the Roman Catholics of the upper classes